CHAPTER     VI
How the New Order Might be an Improvement
PERHAPS the best way to set about our task is to
discover, at the risk of reiteration, what have been
the defects of Capitalism, and what, therefore,
ought to be avoided in fashioning the new order.
A competitive system is a system of war. If a man
is able to make his business succeed, he does so at
the price of downing his rivals. In the earlier stages
of competition the business man does not notice that
he is living in a state of war, for there is ample room
for every competitor. But, as we have learnt from
bitter experience, competition becomes more and
more acute so that presently it leads to a condition
of affairs in which there is very little security; for,
as we have previously downed our rivals, a new
rival may presently down us. We never know when
our own business may be undercut, or the firm in
which we are employed will have to discontinue the
use of our services in the interests of economy.
The Evils of Competition
It is worth while examining this system more
closely, because we have often been told that
competition is the only way to ensure initiative and
keenness in work. People may have to suffer, but the
old law of the survival of the fittest is a law of nature;
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